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Nadine Alameh, Ph.D.
CEO,
Open Geospatial Consortium

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Dear ATCA Members,
I am excited to be nominated for Director-at-Large on ATCA’s Board of Directors. I have been part of the
ATCA family for ten years, and I have always appreciated how the ATCA community welcomed me
with open arms despite being a techie coming from outside the aviation domain. And that’s what I believe
ATCA represents: openness to new people, new ideas, new generations, new business models, and new
partnerships that advance our air traffic control system.
I believe that I am a great fit for the Director-at-Large position given my diverse educational and
professional backgrounds, my passion for innovation, my career in fostering international collaborations,
my commitment to diversity, and most importantly, my enthusiasm and drive to build a better future for us
and our kids.
I believe I bring three unique qualities to the table:
1.
Perspective from other industries: My career has always revolved around GEO and location –
which has given me a unique exposure to a multitude of industries from defense and intelligence, to earth
observing and remote sensing, to aviation. As a Director-at-Large, I am in a unique position to bring in relevant and applicable experience and lessons learned from other industries – all of which are facing similar
modernization, innovation, interoperability/integration, scalability, security, and workforce challenges, to
name a few.
2.
Contribution and commitment to diversity: Because of my diverse cultural, educational, and
professional backgrounds, I promise that, as a Director-at-Large, I will contribute to the positive momentum
and impact that ATCA has been building towards diversity on all fronts – genders, cultures, career paths,
and more.
3.
International experience: Those who know me have always called me the Open Geospatial
Consortium (OGC) cheerleader, long before I became the CEO of that consortium! That’s because location
has no boundaries, and interoperability is often the only way we can solve problems bigger than a division,
an agency, or a country (think climate change or oceanic air traffic). As such, all my work has always
involved consensus and partnership building at the international level. In many ways, that’s what attracted
me to SWIM – my entry to the aviation world! As Director-at-Large, I bring along a rounded international
perspective based on a career working on international projects and initiatives.
We live in exciting times with technology, social interactions, and business models changing before our
eyes: Flying taxis, self-driving cars, commercial space missions, smart cities, and Internet of Things (IOT),
to name a few! We have a responsibility to future generations to make the evolution to the new world as
safe and reliable as possible!
To me, ATCA is front and center to where critical exchanges about that future of air traffic control are
happening. I would be honored to get your vote and channel your energy in that process.

BIO
I’m the recently appointed CEO of the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC), an international not-for-profit
dedicated to using Location to connect people, communities, technology, and decision-making to create a
sustainable future for us and our kids. We do this by making Location information Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable and Reusable, and we deliver via a proven agile process combining standards, innovation,
and partnerships.
I’m mostly known as the OGC/interoperability cheerleader because of my involvement in the fields of
Geospatial Information Systems (GIS) and most recently Aviation Data Exchange (SWIM) Interoperability.
I got involved in the aviation domain when I worked with EUROCONTROL and FAA to launch rapid prototyping programs within OGC to accelerate the development and uptake of the Aeronautical, Weather and
Flight SWIM data exchange standards – now part of the ICAO guidance for SWIM.
My passion has always been around innovation and leveraging the value of interoperability in a multitude of
domains ranging from aviation, earth observations, public safety, and defense. Prior to OGC, I was fortunate to hold various roles in industry from chief architect for innovation in Northrop Grumman’s Civil Solutions Unit, to CEO of a small international aviation data exchange business, to senior technical advisor to
NASA’s Applied Science Program.
I have a Ph.D. in information systems and two MS degrees (Civil Engineering and Urban Studies & Planning) from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), and a B.S. in computer and communications
engineering from the American University of Beirut (AUB). For fun, I hold a Jazzercise franchise and have
been teaching Dance Mixx classes since 2004.

David W. Ford
President,
Ford Aviation Solutions, LLC

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
I’m excited about the opportunity to contribute to the direction of ATCA and continue its legacy. I’ve been
working in aviation since 1976 when I sat under Concorde operations at IAD and JFK measuring noise in
the FAA’s office of Environment and Energy. During my 30-year career with the FAA, I’ve touched on many
areas of aviation, both from the FAA and the operator sides, constantly looking for avenues to move aviation forward. I have seen and dealt with the pains of making tangible improvements to the NAS. I have
learned positive change can happen through the right technical and political direction, creativity to manage
bureaucracies, and leadership skills. My vision has always been to keep my eye on the door to operational
use.
I will carry that optimism to ATCA along with ideas for making real changes to the NAS. I believe we have
smart people and smart technologies that need an open pathway to make tangible improvements. I think
ATCA has a role in this task, to influence continuous improvements and provide/facilitate ideas for integrating the changes necessary to handle the ever-emerging technologies. I believe that my diverse aviation
experiences will enable me to continue to contribute to our aviation industry through ATCA. I look forward
to the opportunity to be part of the ATCA team and help with their mission of improving the NAS.

BIO
I currently consult for aviation companies and serve on the advisory board to DigitaliBiz (iBiz). I support
FAA’s NextGen efforts for PBN initiatives and remote towers programs. Over the last few years, we have
changed ATC separation rules to take advantage of high-navigation performance of advanced technology
aircraft with measurable positive results in Denver and Houston. I have also been instrumental in
developing the Multiple Airport Route Separation (MARS) concept. MARS is an effort to deconflict traffic
flows among airports. In addition, I work on the remote tower program at Leesburg Executive Airport
including the development of strategies, plans, and timelines for deployment of remote towers
technologies throughout the country.
I worked at the FAA for more than 30 years where I served in numerous capacities of program management
and leadership positions in oceanic systems, airport surface systems, terminal air traffic automation
systems, weather and surveillance technologies, and noise monitoring and abatement.
Experience includes:
• Development of Dynamic Ocean Track System (DOTS) for daily optimization of flight tracks in
oceanic airspace.
• Senior Executive Service (SES) manager in charge of FAA’s Advanced Technologies Office,
including the Safe Flight 21 ADS-B development program and ASDE-X contract award.
• SES Director of Oceanic and Offshore Services managing the successful deployment of the US
Oceanic Automation system (ATOP).
• SES Integrated Project Team (IPT) Leader for Terminal Automation Programs responsible for the
planning and procurement of NAS Terminal Automation Systems (CARTS and STARS).

Michael Hawthorne
VP, Strategy & Development,
Veracity Engineering

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Fellow ATCA Members,
Having been involved with ATCA for the better part of two decades, I am honored to be nominated
to serve on its Board of Directors. I’ve served as Chairman of the planning committees for two of
ATCA’s most influential events, the Technical Symposium and the Annual Conference, and published multiple technical papers with the organization. So, I have had ample opportunity to affect
and participate in some of the most crucial conversations in our industry. Now, I am asking for
your support to take my experiences to the next level and help govern the most important organization of its kind in the world. We all understand that the NAS must evolve to accommodate the
ever-changing needs of airspace users and the stakeholders they support; ATCA must continue
to evolve as well.
I am running for office because our industry is facing a crisis and I believe ATCA can take on a
broader leadership role to solve it. In short, we have become a victim of our own success –
aviation has become so much safer and more accessible in the past few decades that the general
public takes it for granted. And that means that the best and the brightest college graduates are no
longer looking at aviation as a leading-edge, high-tech industry. Aviation has “lost its cool,”
so to speak, and we can’t develop the leaders we need in the future if we do not figure out how to
expand our workforce today. Together we can solve that but doing so requires us to first own the
problem and then take active steps to address it.
As a member of the ATCA Board of Directors, I commit to expanding the reach of the Young
Aviation Professionals program, optimizing the ATCA Scholarship program, and continuing to
provide opportunities for fresh faces and new, more diverse voices to represent the future of the
NAS at conferences and symposia. It’s high time for our conversations about the future to include
those who will still be working when it gets here. ATCA can also take a more active role in bringing
industry together around innovative technologies and policies and facilitating the necessary
partnerships with the government to operationalize them. I’ve spent my career getting things like
this done. Finally, I recognize the importance of small businesses in solving these and almost
every other problem we face. I look forward to ensuring that small business interests are properly
represented on the Board.
I have built my career on collaboration and teamwork, and I understand the critical connection
between technology, policy, and implementation that underlies most of the problems we face.
I will be an asset to the ATCA Board of Directors, and I respectfully request your consideration to
make my aspirations a reality.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at Michael.hawthorne@veracity-eng.com to discuss further.

BIO
As a Vice President at Veracity Engineering, Hawthorne is responsible for exploring
opportunities to improve aviation and further his company’s impact on our industry. He began
his career as an FAA cooperative education student at the William J. Hughes Technical Center,
researching and developing technologies that would eventually become foundational to NextGen
and Trajectory Based Operations. Building on his early experiences, Mike relocated to FAA HQ
and played a leadership role in the development and implementation of multiple large-scale,
complex programs, including Data Communications, ERAM, and SWIM. He also coordinated the
Air Traffic Organization’s international activities in the Americas region, served as the ATO’s liaison
to ICAO, and served as a senior advisor in the FAA’s Office of Aviation Policy and Plans. He holds
a bachelor’s degree in engineering technology, a master’s degree in public administration, and a
Project Management Professional Certification.

ENDORSEMENT LETTER:
Below, please read why Victoria Cox, former FAA Assistant Administrator for NextGen,
believes Mike Hawthorne is an ideal candidate to serve as an At-Large Director on ATCA’s Board!

Endorsement From Vicki Cox:
Dear Fellow Aviation Lovers,
I have known Mike Hawthorne for many years and have worked with him through most of his career. I have seen his technical and leadership skills at work in developing NextGen programs, observed his collaboration and professionalism representing US aviation interests in the international
arena, and witnessed his executive leadership and visionary skills in action as a vice president
at Veracity Engineering. Taking all this into account, Mike will be an invaluable asset to ATCA’s
Board of Directors.
I recently listened to Mike capture the enthusiasm of an FAA audience when he talked about aviation “losing its cool” and how we might get that “cool” back and convince tomorrow’s workforce
that our industry is the place to be. I was also impressed with Mike’s LinkedIn article, “The Untold
Story of the Shutdown” earlier this year, which collected thousands of views and sparked a constructive conversation about small businesses, inside and outside of government, which was not
happening anywhere else.
Because I know that Mike “walks the talk,” I am certain that he will apply his energy, skills, and
commitment to his membership on ATCA’s Board of Directors. I have no doubt that he will help
ATCA preserve its proud history while undertaking new directions to carry this esteemed organization into a vibrant future, embracing innovation and attracting enthusiastic young members.

Gene Hayman
VP, FAA Account Executive,
CACI International, Inc.

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Hello ATCA Colleagues & Friends,
I am honored to have been nominated to run for a Director-at-Large position on ATCA’s Board.
ATCA is a driving force in shaping the future of our aviation industry
ATCA is critical to establishing forward-thinking initiatives that create and foster an open environment for
discussions, debates, and collaboration on the future of aviation. This is vital to our industry, especially now!
As the aviation landscape changes with the advent of new entrants, such as drones, urban air mobility,
commercial space flight, and possibly hypersonic and supersonic air travel - we must maintain a focus on
the future!
ATCA’s incoming leadership must be motivated to promote change
While our aviation industry is on the verge of changing, ATCA must change too. The future leadership of
ATCA must continue to lean forward, fostering an atmosphere of collaboration and innovation that drives
greater industry-government collaboration to make progress towards achieving a robust, safe, secure, and
ever-evolving air transportation system.
As we address these future challenges in aviation and start looking beyond NextGen, ATCA needs to
remain the driving force. This includes promoting initiatives focused solely on the future of aviation like the
Blue Skies Initiative, maintaining an open platform for conversations and debates, identifying and grooming
the future aviation professionals and leaders that will follow us, collaborating with our international partners,
and finding ways to continue to bring value to our members.
A passionate and experienced leader for your ATCA Director-at-Large
As most of you know, I have dedicated my entire career to aviation. However, it is more of a passion for
me than a career. The last 28 years in this business have been awesome and allowed me to develop a
deep understanding and appreciation for how our air transportation system works. It also has taught me
how much ATCA plays such a critical role in our industry. With this experience comes the knowledge of how
ATCA has successfully made positive changes in our industry which has helped establish ATCA as the key
player it is today.
I bring a tremendous amount of experience from leadership roles in other critical aviation-focused
organizations I served in, such as:
• AIA’s Air Transport System Committee (ATSC) (served as Vice Chair & Chair).
• Tech America’s Aviation Subcommittee (served as Vice Chair).
• FAA’s NextGen Net-Centric Operations Working Group (served as Chair).
• Olaeris Inc., Executive Advisory Board (Board Member, FAA Compliance).
Therefore, I feel that I am uniquely positioned to serve on the Board as a Director-at-Large and help be the
bridge from the past to the future.

Strong commitment as a Board Member
Serving as a Director-at-Large, I will work tirelessly to ensure ATCA remains a major influence in this
industry. My commitment to you is to focus on seven key areas;
• The Future: Cultivate discussions with traditional and non-traditional aviation players to ensure we
focus on the future of our industry.
• Workforce: Ensure that the workforce has a strong voice.
• Diversity within our membership and key roles within ATCA
• Fundraising: Expanding/growing the scholarship fund
• YAP: Continued focus on growing our future leaders
• International: Expanding our influence and collaboration, globally
• Corporate and Individual Members: increasing our membership and ensuring our events and
services add value.
Your vote is needed
As someone who is motivated for change, an experienced leader, and who has a strong passion for this
business with the vision, drive, and expertise to lead us to the future, it would be my honor and pleasure to
serve as a Director-at-Large on ATCA’s Board. I look forward to working with you, ATCA’s leadership, and
the rest of the Board members in continuing the excitement and momentum as we shape the future of our
industry.
I’m available to discuss any topic or answer any questions you may have. Feel free to email me at gene.
hayman@caci.com
I look forward to your vote!

BIO
Gene Hayman is a Vice President, FAA Account Executive for CACI International Inc. In this position, he is
responsible for the company’s portfolio within the FAA market. He brings almost 30 years of experience in
the aviation industry serving in several key executive positions throughout his career.
He possesses a global perspective on aviation. During his career, he has worked on many policy,
operational, and technical issues around developing and executing advanced air traffic management
concepts with the FAA and other air navigation service providers around the world.
Hayman came to CACI from the acquisition of L-3’s services division. There he served as
vice president of the federal civilian market with a primary focus on aviation. Along with P&L
responsibility for his division, he successfully led the company-wide aviation strategy supporting the FAA,
DoD, and airline customers.
Prior to L-3, Hayman worked at Boeing. Here, he and his organization supported the development and
execution of Boeing’s global air traffic management strategy. Before joining Boeing, he held multiple
executive positions leveraging his expertise in aviation and strategic planning to develop comprehensive
strategies focused on the aviation market.
Hayman is very active in the aviation community serving in different leadership positions, committees, and
contributing to critical initiatives, including:
• ATCA Tech Symposium, Blue Skies Initiative, Annual Conference Planning Committees.
• Served as Vice Chair & Chair for AIA’s Air Transportation System Committee.
• Held various board positions for companies in the aviation market.
• Participated on Blue Ribbon Panels, such as: FAA’s Global Leadership Initiative.
• Worked with aviation organizations on ATC/ATM modernization, such as FAA, EUROCONTROL
ICAO, CANSO, NATO, CAAC/ATMB

Rachel Jackson
Executive Strategy & Business Development,
Raytheon

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
The ATCA election season is here and I would like to ask for the honor of your vote for me,
Rachel Jackson, to serve as your representative on the Board of Directors of our esteemed
association.
This is the age of hypersonics, supersonics, unmanned systems, enhanced PBN, and commercial
space and we are all, through our involvement in ATCA, part of the dialogue of how global air
navigation service providers and industry will embrace these new platforms and their huge
economic benefits and the exciting changes they promise.
ATCA brings together diverse stakeholders - airlines, business and general aviation,
manufacturers of innovative and emerging technologies, military and civil operations personnel,
important stakeholder unions, and now new commercial operators who are sure to revolutionize
the way we deal with airspace and airports as we continue to transform a system that provides
USD 2.7 trillion of global economic benefits and 62.7 million jobs around the world.
Our association plays an important role in taking these many and varied views of the current state,
and the transformative possibilities of the future, and advocating for the continued evolution of the
global aviation system and the economic health of our industry.
Aviation doesn’t stand still and neither can our association. In my years as an ATCA volunteer on
committees such as Communications, Scholarships, Awards, and in other positions, I’ve seen the
association grow and change with the aviation system. We will continue to provide a forum for
discussion, debate, and even healthy disagreement as we face the challenges and exciting
opportunities to lead the way in defining the future.
Serving on the ATCA Board of Directors is a privilege and its members are part of a team who
work together to support the efforts of our professional staff lead by Pete Dumont. I would be
privileged to serve with the skilled and visionary people, both current and future, who have chosen
to give back to our industry with new ideas to ensure our industry continues to grow and flourish.
We’ll continue to tackle the issues around how we best deal with these platforms that are
changing the way we look at airspace, as well as how we tackle growing cyber threats, staffing
challenges, as well as the age-old problems of weather, rising operational costs, and how to
attract the best and brightest to our profession.
Thank you for your consideration.

BIO
I’ve been in the aviation business for over 20 years working in business development, growth strategy, government relations mission-critical systems and services, and major acquisition programs
in the federal government, including transportation, aerospace and defense, security, energy, and
private industry. My aviation experience includes public and regulatory policy, information technology and system modernization, airspace security, air traffic control and airline operations, safety,
procedures, and unmanned aircraft systems.
I worked with Lockheed Martin on terminal, en route, oceanic, and flight service programs for both
the FAA and international ANSPs in over 15 countries in Europe, Asia, and Latin America. In that
time, I also was responsible for government relations in the aviation portfolio. In addition, I’ve
consulted for a number of small businesses in both the defense and civil arenas and for several
international companies.
In 2014, I fulfilled a life-long dream by returning to Texas A&M University to finally complete my
bachelor’s degree. As a non-traditional student, I had the good fortune to go to school and study
abroad with some of the most innovative, energetic, and driven young people studying everything
from business and liberal arts to aerospace engineering. I graduated from A&M in December 2016
with my degree in political science.
In 2017, I returned to the aviation business with Raytheon in the domestic and international surveillance, navigation, automation, cyber, and communications domains. I work with a team of
dedicated industry and government professionals and with our aviation stakeholders on existing
systems and their evolution and also new capabilities and emerging technologies.
In addition to my work with a number of civic organizations, I have served as a Board Member and
Treasurer of ATCA, Chair of the Aerospace Industries Association’s (AIA) Unmanned Aircraft
Systems Subcommittee, in addition to positions on AIA’s Air Transportation System Committee,
the ATCA Executive Committee, the Civil Aviation Council, ATCA Awards and Scholarship Committees, and the Communications/Navigation/Surveillance Task Force.

Luanne Kovalcik
Sr. Director,
Leidos

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
It’s an honor to be included in the current slate of candidates for ATCA’s Director-at-Large with several
colleagues whom I have had the pleasure of working with during my career. In addition, it is a privilege
to represent Leidos, which is a key provider of air traffic automation systems within the NAS and has
continuously supported the ATCA Board of Directors.
As the portfolio manager within Leidos for FAA Traffic Flow, Surveillance and Navigation programs, I am
responsible for ensuring successful program execution and mission success of these critical systems.
This portfolio delivers new NextGen functionality and ongoing operational capability to aide in the
safeguarding of daily flow and separation operations in the NAS. Over my career with Leidos and its
predecessors, I have led or worked on all the Leidos-delivered automation platforms currently operating in
the NAS. These systems continue to fulfill their commitments and objectives in playing a role in assisting
the FAA in providing the world’s safest air traffic control system.
During my career, I have been directly involved in several successful partnerships with the FAA in the
design, development, and deployment of transformational automation systems into the NAS. This
experience provided me the opportunity to witness firsthand the cooperation that is required among those
who develop, operate, maintain, supervise, manage, and use an air traffic control system to achieve
sustained operational use to deliver the planned benefits to the aviation community. In these endeavors I
developed an appreciation for the differing views and how to work together to achieve common alignment
focused on mission success. This experience directly aligns with the objectives and goals of ATCA and I will
apply this valuable insight as an industry representative on ATCA’s Board of Directors as we form a partnership in making ATCA decisions.
For your consideration I’ve attached a recommendation from Walt Cochran, retired FAA Vice President of
Terminal Operations:
Luanne Kovalcik is an ideal candidate for a Director-At-Large for the ATCA Board of Directors. Over my 40
years of experience working as an air traffic control professional I had the opportunity to be a controller,
terminal manager, and ultimately, the FAA Vice President of Terminal Operations. Upon my retirement from
the FAA I joined Leidos and continued my involvement with ATC as an industry partner. During this tenure I
had the opportunity to be involved with many significant advances in air traffic control and these advancements were made possible by the combination of government aviation professionals and industry partners.
This established for me the importance of partnerships and Luanne embraces and exemplifies this partnership approach. She is an advocate for the enhancement of air traffic control systems and espouses a
continued need to maintain partnerships to sustain the ongoing evolution of ATC. This is achieved by the
ongoing representation of industry partners on the ATCA Board of Directors. It has been a pleasure working
with Luanne over the past five years and her in-depth experience with the NAS and automation systems
make her an outstanding ATCA Director-at-Large candidate.
In closing, I would like to thank you for your consideration and I look forward to serving for you as a
Director-at-Large on the ATCA Board of Directors.

BIO
Luanne Kovalcik, Sr. Director, is a Portfolio Manager at Leidos for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
Traffic Flow, Surveillance and Navigation programs: Time Based Flow Management (TBFM), Geostationary
Earth Orbiting (GEO) Satellite Service Lease (G7SL), Geostationary Communications and Control Segment
(GCCS), and Microprocessor En-Route Radar Tracking System (Micro-EARTS). She is also focusing on
new business captures to sustain and expand her portfolio.
With more than 35 years of industry experience, she has worked on FAA programs for more than 25 years,
spending 19 in a program management role on complex software development programs. Previously,
Kovalcik served as program manager for TBFM, successfully completing re-architecture and
development of work package 2 NextGen enhancements. She was also program manager for the
development and deployment of Automated Flight Service Stations (AFSS) software platform, bringing the
system to operational status in 2007. In addition, she served as program manager for Advanced
Technologies and Oceanic Procedures (ATOP) program, which went operational in 2004.
Kovalcik started her career with IBM supporting Department of Defense, commercial, and FAA
customers in software development, test, and management positions. She graduated from Virginia Tech
with a Bachelor of Science in computer science and from Johns Hopkins with a Master of
Computer Science.

Chris Metts
Specialist Executive - Aviation/Transportation,
Deloitte

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Nomination to the ATCA board is truly an honor, and if elected, I’ll help ATCA and its members usher in the
next era of aviation.
To put it simply, air traffic control is part of my DNA. Over the last 35 years, I’ve served in numerous aviation
roles that have come with their own distinct challenges. Whether it was serving as a frontline certified
controller, standing up and managing the Program Management Organization within FAA’s Air Traffic
Organization, or in aviation-focused executive positions at global corporations, each experience has taught
me unique and invaluable lessons. I’m intimately familiar with the challenges the traffic management
industry faces globally, how those challenges will evolve, and the best ways to address them moving
forward. Modernizing the world’s transportation infrastructure is key as we prepare the skies for unmanned
aircraft systems (UAS), modern supersonic aircraft, and commercial space travel vehicles.
With these new entrants quickly emerging, ATCA and its members will need to be on the cuttingedge of
traffic management. Leveraging my long experience with legacy aviation technologies and my ongoing
work with emerging aviation industry technologies will allow me to help ATCA identify obstacles and develop creative solutions for its air traffic needs. Additionally, I’ll work with my peers and ATCA
members to implement these new solutions in an effort to innovate and advance aviation safety.
I’ll maintain and grow ATCA’s strong voice at the regulatory table, which plays a crucial role in policy and
decision-making across a dynamic global landscape. As the skies get busier, it will be an ongoing challenge
to manage increasingly diverse traffic needs while maintaining ATCA’s high, non-negotiable safety
standards. My global experience at FAA, paired with my time in the private sector at industry leaders Harris
and Deloitte, has equipped me with the skills and knowledge to address ATCA’s changing needs. I want to
bring my vast experience and international network to ATCA to continue its solution-based air traffic
management discussions as it faces changing air traffic management needs and advances in technology.
I look forward to your consideration and respectfully ask for your vote as Director-at-Large on the ATCA
Board.

View Chris Metts’ ATCA campaign video on Vimeo
https://vimeo.com/352259648

BIO
I have over 35 years of leadership experience in the global aviation community. Today, I serve as a
Specialist Executive in Deloitte’s Federal Transportation and Aviation practice. I lead the growth of our
global aviation offering, focusing on how rapid advances in artificial intelligence, machine learning, big data,
and cloud computing will drive improvements in efficiency while increasing aviation safety. I helped build a
partnership with McLaren to develop our revolutionary Performance Optimizer solution and co-authored a
study on UAS traffic management, which explored the challenges and solutions critical to UAS
stakeholders.
To start my career, I spent 31 years at the FAA. I began as an Air Traffic Control Specialist, a time that
provided me with hands-on experience and sparked my passion for air traffic safety. Following the events
of September 11, 2001, as the ATC Situation Room Lead and White House Liaison, I helped implement
new procedures to safely reopen our skies. I served as the Director of Operations for the Western United
States and as Vice President for En Route and Oceanic Operations, where I led the transition of FAA’s Air
Route Traffic Control Centers from legacy traffic planning tools to En Route Automation and Modernization
(ERAM), a foundation technology for NextGen.
Prior to joining Deloitte, I spent three years as Vice President of Global Aviation at Harris Corporation.
I was responsible for global sales and business development and served as the global face of the Air Traffic
Management practice. I also travelled internationally for Harris, with a focus on developing relationships
and creating opportunities to globally implement US based technology and procedures.
I’m a Mike Mansfield Fellow, speak fluent Japanese, and hold a BS degree in Aeronautics from EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University. I’ve served as the lead ICAO US delegate and as the FAA transportation
attaché in Tokyo, Beijing, and Singapore. As the FAA Director for the Asia Pacific, I visited every country in
the region and solidified Asian open skies agreements. I’m a regular speaker at domestic and international
conferences, including ATCA’s Tech Symposium, World ATM Congress, and the World Aviation Summit,
where I have presented on topics such as deployment strategy, procurement, effective
communication, and emerging technology solutions.

Dave Rhodes
VP, Civil Programs,
MCR

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Allow me to capture your attention for a moment and ask for your vote. My message is simple: The world
of aviation is changing; how the FAA will manage and control the NAS is changing; and ATCA can must
change if we are to lead the air traffic control provider community in the future. I am proud to stand for election in a critical time for ATCA’s relevance – a relevance that has never been more applicable. Our stated
objective – to “Advance Air Traffic Control Improvements” – is becoming increasingly complex and acute.
New NAS entrants coupled with new technologies are creating new demands – UAS traffic mgt, commercial spaceport ops, carve-outs for urban air mobility, ultra-high-altitude and supersonic transition corridors,
and GA flights wholly planned, executed, and modified on tablets literally at cloud level.
These new entrants represent opportunity for us as we seek to lead in this environment. I want to expand
our efforts to bring in new members from the emerging NAS users. I want to help our community find the
common ground policies and advocacy among our membership, retaining and growing ATCA’s viability as
a partner as the FAA responds to increasing Congressional demand for NAS modernization and expanded/revised airspace use policy. While fostering our strong relationships with our core traditional aviation
groups – from airlines to the military to ATC vendors to the FAA, I envision us reaching out to new entrant
aviators via social media, leadership exchanges, and business case builds. And, at the heart of my passion, I want to help leverage ATCA’s unique position to build a bridge between ATC research, operations,
and NAS policy, connecting the dots between technology, policy, funding, and implementation. In short,
ATCA’s future will hinge on finding and advocating for the common ground that defines the widening aviation community and us as an organization. I look forward to representing you on the journey – buckle up,
it’s coming fast.

BIO
A lifetime aviation enthusiast, Dave Rhodes leads MCR’s Civil Programs business area, supporting the
FAA, NASA, NOAA, and DHS with aviation-related acquisition lifecycle management expertise. MCR has
touched every major NAS system in deployment or R&D since 1977. Rhodes came to MCR from his
position as industry general manager within CSRA’s Health and Civil Operations Group. In his 10 years at
CSC/CSRA, he directed CSC’s Civil Group, oversaw CSRA’s US Federal and State Transportation
businesses, and personally led the company’s tiger team supporting the development and roll-out of the
FAA drone registration website in six weeks. He was an active executive in all facets of CSC and
CSRA’s FAA work, from modernizing the Traffic Flow Management System to standingup the FAA’s Cloud
and Microsoft 365 email system, to migrating the FAA’s general aviation flight planning tool DUATS
to the cloud.
Prior to his private sector experience, Colonel (ret.) Rhodes served our country as an Air Force pilot and
leader for 27 years. His last assignment – the DoD rep to the Joint Planning and Development Office
(JPDO) – saw him lead JPDO’s Shared Information Services IPT where he was instrumental in crafting the
NextGen vision. Operationally, Colonel Rhodes served in various combat and leadership positions as an
F-15 fighter pilot, squadron commander, and NATO Deputy Operations Commander. His Air Force
assignments include five combat tours in Iraq, faculty member at the Air Force Academy, and White House
Fellow serving as a Special Advisor for National Security Affairs to Vice President Al Gore.
Rhodes, who flies as a private pilot today, began his aviation journey in sailplanes at the Air Force Academy, earning his first of many “IP” credentials along with Soaring’s “Silver” Badge for exceptional cross-country soaring skills while leading the cadet soaring team. The #1 graduate in his Air Force Academy class and
an Olmsted Scholar, Rhodes holds master’s degrees from the Universitaet Konstanz in Germany and the
National War College.

Pamela Whitley
Acting Assistant Administrator for NextGen,
FAA

CAMPAIGN MESSAGE:
Air Traffic Control Association Members,
I am both honored and excited that the nominating committee considered me as a candidate in the 2019
Director-at-Large election. I have been a part of the aviation industry for over 30 years. I have been
fortunate enough to serve in positions to help lead change that is now impacting the entire industry and
many related professions. Serving as a Director-at-Large on the ATCA Board is a natural fit to best apply
my aviation knowledge and my leadership experience.
It is my opinion that there has never been a more exciting time in aviation since the early years of flight.
The advances in air traffic management (ATM), the introduction of drones, and the increase in commercial
space operations have introduced not just new technology, but a greater integration between this industry and so many others. Whether its package delivery, supporting medical services, or getting goods into
space, one thing is for sure: Change is happening now and the world will never be the same!
ATCA has always played a role, and no doubt ATCA will continue to play a key role as the aviation industry
integrates air travel with real world applications and solutions. The organization has served as the
facilitator for many of the very important conversations in this industry for many years, including defining the
elements of NextGen to strategic discussions about adequate funding to support modernization. Through
forums like ATCA conferences, many professionals have participated in dialog that has helped outline the
pros and cons of many concepts during the early phase of development. The dialog was healthy,
necessary, and led to advances in ATM.
It is my desire to join the Board and to continue the work that this organization has been doing for many
years. I am certain that my knowledge of the FAA and its plans for the future will provide value to both
the Board and the organization as a whole. I am respectfully asking for your support and your vote in this
year’s election. It would be my pleasure to serve as your representative on the Board to ensure that your
voice is heard and that the organization continues to provide value in the conversation about the future of
the ATM and the entire aviation industry.

BIO
Pamela Whitley, Acting Assistant Administrator for NextGen at the Federal Aviation Administration, is a
proven leader with over 30 years of experience. She has demonstrated the ability to set direction, formulate
policies, and promote strong governance to advance programs and organizations. Her leadership has been
key to the development of new technology and operational concepts that are currently modernizing the
nation’s air traffic management system. In her current position, she provides senior leadership for both the
development and management of a multi-million dollar budget.
During her FAA career she has served in positions in the Office of Airports, the former Office of Research
and Acquisitions, the Office of Technical Operations, the Air Traffic Organization, and the Office of NextGen.
Her current responsibilities include transitioning mature NextGen capabilities to the Air Traffic Organization
for implementation. She has worked closely with industry through the NextGen Advisory Committee to
establish joint priorities with both government and industry commitments. She has been instrumental in
keeping an open dialog with industry to ensure that challenges were both identified and mutually
addressed.
Pamela’s experience includes the establishment of various boards and development of various
decision-making frameworks and fiscal management processes. She has served on both professional
and community boards. She clearly understands board responsibilities and the importance of open
communication between the board and its members.
Professionally, Pamela is very results oriented and she has a passion for developing future leaders.
Her experience serving on governance boards is very extensive. More importantly, she has spearheaded
strategic planning for many organizations to ensure continuous improvement of products and services to
support the larger mission. Her many years of leadership, fiscal management, and board experience will be
very useful in guiding the path forward for the Air Traffic Control Association to make the future of the
organization even more exciting than the past.

2019
Board Director-at-Large Voting
Your ballot will be emailed to you on or before August 12, 2019, and must be
completed no later than 11:59 PM, September 12, 2019.
Are you an ATCA member in good standing with no email address on file and wish
to participate? Please email elections@atca.org with your name, phone number, and
preferred email address.
ATCA Directors-at-Large serve three-year terms starting the week following ATCA
Annual (October 20-23, 2019).
See more information on the election here: www.atca.org/election

Thank you to our 2019 ATCA Nominating Committee
chaired by:
Hon. Donna McLean, Donna McLean Associates, LLC
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